PEACE RIVER MANASOTA REGIONAL WATER SUPPLY AUTHORITY
Orange Hammock Ranch Conservation
Fact Sheet

Authority’s Regional Water Supply Infrastructure
The RV Griffin Reserve (RVG) property is owned by the Southwest Florida Water Management District
(SWFWMD) and contains the primary regional water supply facilities of the Peace River Manasota
Regional Water Supply Authority (Authority).
Located in southwest DeSoto County, the RVG consists of approximately 5,913 acres (9 sq. miles) and
was acquired by the SWFWMD in 1992 to accommodate the expansion and protection of the water
supply facilities owned by the Authority. The Authority currently owns and operates two raw water
supply reservoirs, an aquifer storage and recovery (ASR) wellfield and transmission pipeline facilities on
the property. The Authority manages the RVG property in exchange for using the property for water
supply facilities through easements granted by SWFWMD to the Authority for the entire RVG site.
The RVG is a multi-use property that in addition to water supply facilities includes mitigation sites, horse
trails, cattle grazing and model airplane club facility (Exhibit A).
The Authority’s water use permit (WUP) provides for expansion of the ASR Wellfield on the RVG. The
recently completed Integrated Regional Water Supply Plan (April 2015) also provides for potential
expansion of the reservoir system and development of brackish groundwater to optimize and expand
the current water supply facilities. The RVG property can accommodate another reservoir in the future
to provide additional raw water storage for the Authority. Engineering and hydrologic evaluation
indicates that site conditions are suitable for construction of a future reservoir, similar in construction to
the existing Reservoir No. 2 (Exhibit B). The primary constraints/considerations with respect to siting a
new reservoir on the RVG are potential impacts to existing wetland habitats and floodplain areas. Siting
of a new reservoir on the RVG property is feasible, provided sufficient acreage for wetland mitigation
and floodplain compensation can be secured.
Orange Hammock Ranch
The Orange Hammock Ranch (OHR) property is 5,774± acres located within southeast Sarasota County
and the City of North Port, Florida, east of I-75 (Exhibit C). The OHR property is on the Florida Forever
Priority List and the SWFWMD has considered purchase of the property several times over the past two
decades. Among considerations for the purchase of the OHR (e.g. natural system benefits), SWFWMD
has previously cited benefits in relation to water supply, water quality, and flood protection.
Orange Hammock Ranch is a large, predominantly native tract of land abutting the DeSoto County line
and adjacent to the RVG Reserve where the Authority has made significant investments in the
protection of water resources and water supply infrastructure for the regional water supply system as
discussed previously (Exhibit D). Regional infrastructure also includes the major transmission pipeline
that traverses the OHR and supplies Sarasota County Utilities with the bulk of its drinking water supply.

Water Resources of Orange Hammock Ranch
Surface water runoff from the OHR property drains to the Snover Waterway, a tributary to Big Slough
(aka Myakkahatchee Creek), and thus represents a source of water supply to the City of North Port. The
most noteworthy water resource feature within the property is Orange Hammock Slough located on the
eastern third of the OHR (Exhibit C).
Many of the wetlands on OHR have been altered by regional drainage and by ditching to drain wetlands
and improve forage for cattle. A conceptual restoration plan developed by Authority consultants for
Orange Hammock Slough portion of the OHR property would preserve and provide opportunities for the
restoration of approximately 1,976 acres of the slough directly adjacent to the RVG (Exhibit E).
Restoration of Orange Hammock Slough has the ability to provide significant water management
benefits to the region by potentially increasing storage capacity for flood attenuation in the City of
North Port, improving groundwater recharge, and enhancing water quality for downstream users. In
addition, the restoration could significantly enhance the quality of wildlife habitat, regional connectivity
of wildlife corridors, and recreational opportunities. Restoration also has the potential to provide
compensatory wetland mitigation and floodplain compensation within the OHR property for the siting of
a future new reservoir on the RVG.
Benefit of Orange Hammock Ranch to Regional and Local Water Supply
In addition to being beneficial for natural systems and associated wildlife habitats, preservation of the
existing OHR property presents local and regional opportunities for the protection and enhancement of
existing water resources and supplies, facilitation of new potential water supplies, as well as the
protection and potential enhanced flood protection within the City of North Port. The OHR property is
located within the City of North Port’s public water supply watershed and is in proximity to the
Authority’s water supply facilities on the adjacent RVG. The OHR property provides ground and surface
water supply source protection and enhancement benefits for the RVG property, provides a buffer to
existing reservoir and ASR operation, and could provide cost-effective mitigation credits necessary for
future water supply projects including new reservoir, ASR wellfield expansion and/or brackish
groundwater development on the RVG.
Highlights of Potential Orange Hammock Ranch Acquisition






Environmental Buffer to the Authority’s Water Supply Infrastructure. The OHR provides a
buffer for existing regional water supply facilities and operations on the RVG including the
Authority’s ASR and raw water storage reservoirs, protecting the region’s investment.
Protection of City of North Port Surface Water Supply Source. Acquisition of the OHR property
provides opportunities to protect the quantity and quality of the City of North Port’s surface
water supply source by maintaining and potentially restoring the natural condition and flow
regimes of the site. Acquisition would also decrease potential for competition from a new water
user thereby also assisting in protection of the City’s existing legal water use.
Protection of the Authority’s Water Supply Storage (ASR Wellfield). Large scale groundwater
withdrawals (such as those for the previously proposed development of OHR) have the potential
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to impact the ASR Wellfield on the RVG. Acquisition of OHR would ensure protection of the
Authority’s ASR Wellfield, and support potential expansion of the ASR Wellfield in the future.
Enhancement of the City of North Port’s Surface Water Supply. Purchase of the OHR could also
provide opportunities to enhance the reliability of the City of North Port’s surface water supply
source with the potential capture and storage of surface water from the OHR during high flow
periods.
Flood Protection. Protection of the extensive OHR floodplain could contribute towards
potential flood insurance premium discounts for the citizens of North Port through the FEMA
Community Rating System credits.
Opportunity for Environmental Mitigation. Restoration of the Orange Hammock Slough
provides opportunity to generate cost-effective compensatory wetland mitigation credit that
could offset wetland impacts associated with potential future water supply projects such as a
new regional reservoir on the RVG.
Opportunity for Hydrologic Restoration.
Current site conditions afford considerable
opportunity for improvement through appropriate hydrological restoration, enhancement of the
natural communities, preservation, and long-term management.
Improved Surface Water Quality. Restoration of natural and historic storage systems in the
OHR lengthen the duration of inundation enhancing surficial aquifer recharge and extending
water detention times. The former could improve groundwater supply sustainability and the
later could improve surface water quality leaving the site.
Wildlife Habitat Connectivity and Recreational Opportunities. The OHR property could provide
low-cost passive use opportunities that would enhance or limit disturbance to the natural
attributes of the land. The property’s connectivity with other public lands provides the added
benefit of continuity of a regional wildlife corridor and recreational opportunities extending
through Sarasota County to the Peace River in DeSoto County (Exhibit F).

Summary
Public ownership of the Orange Hammock Ranch offers benefits to both regional and local drinking
water supply, protecting existing water supply infrastructure and operations, and facilitating
opportunities for development of future regional water supply projects on the adjacent RV Griffin
Reserve to meet future public water supply needs of the region as well as protection and enhancement
of the City of North Port’s drinking water supply from Myakkahatchee Creek. Acquisition of Orange
Hammock Ranch would also offer other significant public and environmental benefits in the region,
including wildlife habitat connectivity, recreational opportunities and enhanced flood protection.
Contact
Patrick Lehman, Executive Director
plehman@regionalwater.org
Peace River Manasota Regional Water Supply Authority
9415 Town Center Parkway
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202
Tele: 941-316-1776
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Exhibit A. RV Griffin Reserve Site Map
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Exhibit B. Conceptual Future Reservoir Siting on RV Griffin Reserve
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Exhibit C. Orange Hammock Ranch Location Map

Exhibit D. Orange Hammock Ranch Aerial Map
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Exhibit E. Potential Restoration Map of Orange Hammock Slough
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Exhibit F. Regional Conservation Area Map
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