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Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle  
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

ACROSS
1 Take to the 

cleaners
5 Lay low
8 Pretty 

companion?
14 Windows 

alternative
15 Drop the ball
16 Dragster’s wheels
17 Wedding ring?
18 Class-conscious 

org.?
19 Charge
20 “Wow!” (2)
22 Actress Kate (2)
24 Cal. column (2)
25 Univ. aides (1)
28 Damage (1)
30 Helpless? (1)
32 Infamous Amin
33 Constriction of 

the eye’s pupil
35 Apple’s apple, e.g.
39 Hail, to Hadrian
40 All over again
41 “I’ll second that”
42 Result of polar ice 

melt graphically 
shown by the 
second part of six 
two-part puzzle 
answers

47 Isn’t idle
48 Deep blue
49 Track meet 

segment
50 Authenticity 

emblem
51 Parlor furniture 

item
53 Hot time in Haiti
54 Sinusitis docs (2)
56 Author Fleming 

(2)
57 Sign of nerves, 

maybe (2)
58 Happy hour spot 

(1)
61 Many an Omani 

(1)
63 Remaining loan 

amt. (1)
65 Individually
67 Dug, with “up”
69 Big times
73 A through E, at 

times
74 Sprout
75 Courteous
76 Snares with a 

loop
77 Med. show 

locales

78 Serve sparingly, 
with “out”

DOWN
1 “Say what?”
2 Dedicatee 

of Lennon’s 
“Woman”

3 McCartney’s title
4 Checkup
5 Applying a 

temporary tattoo
6 Boiling state
7 Scotch serving
8 Seven Wonders 

lighthouse
9 One from town

10 “Yada yada yada” 
letters

11 Jack-in-the-pulpit 
family

12 Fair
13 First place?
21 Mideast capital
23 Faulkner’s  

“__ Lay Dying”
25 Pageant toppers
26 It may be 

unsolicited
27 Daybreak?
29 Agile deer
31 Norse patron
34 Hard work
36 Fare filled and 

folded

37 Trattoria desserts
38 With no 

guarantee of 
payment

43 Cartography dot
44 Against
45 Reluctant risers
46 Barack’s 2010 

High Court 
appointee

51 Emphasize
52 That, in Tijuana
55 Snack chip

58 Much more than 
a sniffle

59 Samoa’s capital
60 Purges (of)
62 One may be 

stored in a barn
64 Advance
66 Sci-fi staples
68 Blacken, in a way
70 Copacabana city
71 Commonly torn 

ligament, briefly
72 Note
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Look for a third 
crossword in  

The News Wire 
section.

LOCAL/REGIONAL NEWS

By WARREN RICHARDSON
SUN CORRESPONDENT

SARASOTA — A brewing 
water war between the Polk 
County Water Cooperative 
and the Peace River/
Manasota Regional Water 
Supply Authority could 
come to an end as early as 
Monday.

On Wednesday, the 
four directors of the Peace 
River Authority signaled 
they were looking for 
conciliation rather than 
battle, issuing a call for the 
litigants to stand down 
and try to resolve their 
differences.

Following an executive 
session between the four 
board members, executive 
director Pat Lehman, 
and their attorney Doug 
Manson, the directors 
voted unanimously in favor 
of putting the litigation on 
hold pending concurrence 
by the cooperative.

“It is better to collaborate 
than to litigate,” 
Commissioner Alan Maio, 
chairman of the board, 
said through a news 
release. “While we can’t do 
anything about the water 
challenges faced by Polk 
County, we support the 
district’s efforts to help 
them.”

Maio was referring to a 
proposal floated by Brian 
Armstrong, executive 
director of the Southwest 

Florida Water Management 
District — commonly 
known as Swiftmud — 
one of the parties to the 
litigation, to get Polk 
involved in a project 
under development in 
Hillsborough County that 
has the potential to solve 
Polk’s future water needs.

Armstrong presented 
the proposal to the 
cooperative’s board of 
directors two weeks ago. 
According to the Lakeland 
Ledger, Armstrong’s 
proposal received a positive 
reception.

Lehman said Thursday 
the cooperative’s directors 
had met in executive 
session at the time, but did 
not announce the results 
of that meeting. He added 
that, to his knowledge, the 
cooperative did not plan to 
meet again in advance of a 
mediation session between 
the parties scheduled for 
this Monday.

After Swiftmud approved 
an application by the 
authority to withdraw up 
to 258 million gallons of 
water a day from the Peace 
River to meet the future 
needs of its customers, 
the cooperative and the 
five municipalities in Polk 
County filed suit in May 
challenging the issuance of 
the permit.

The authority currently 
withdraws 120 million 
gallons per day from the 

river during the rainy 
season under an existing 
permit.

Polk, with its many 
municipalities and where 
the headwaters of the 
Peace River originate, is 
looking to the river as its 
future water supply and 
sees the authority’s plan 
to withdraw additional 
supplies as a threat to its 
own plans.

After hearing 
preliminary arguments, 
an administrative judge 
in Tallahassee ruled 
that the litigation could 
proceed.

Monday’s mediation 
session, however, could 
bring an end to what would 
be expensive litigation.

Hillsborough’s project, 
a complicated process, 
essentially involves 
injecting reclaimed 
water into the saltwater 
zone of the aquifer and 
raising the freshwater 
supply table upstream 
from Polk County.

Lehman has said 
that Hillsborough is 
supportive of the idea 
that Polk County join the 
project.

“The lawsuit, win 
or lose by either side, 
does nothing to develop 
water supplies for anyone. 
We hope the cooperative 
concurs,” Lehman said 
through the press release.

Email: jondaltonwr@gmail.com

Peace River board 
urges halt to water war

By LAUREN COFFEY 
STAFF WRITER

NORTH PORT — With 
the start of the new fiscal 
year, the North Port Police 
Department shared its 
accomplishments over the 
last year.

Chief Todd Garrison gave 
a presentation to the North 
Port City Commission 
on Thursday morning, 
outlining what has been 
done this year and what 
they are focusing on for the 
upcoming fiscal year.

The police department 
ended fiscal year 2018 with 
109 sworn officers and 149 
total personnel. Garrison 
added the department will 
soon go up to 117 sworn 
officers.

There was a brief 
increase in vehicle crashes 
since 2017 and a large 
increase to Baker Act and 
Marchman Acts, which 
address mental illness and 
substance abuse. There 
was a 45 percent increase 
to Baker Acts in 2018 and 
18 percent increase to 
Marchman Acts.

Garrison said this can 

be partially attributed to 
increased training with 
officers, who are gaining 
a better understanding of 
mental health.

“There is a significant 
increase in those,” Garrison 
said. “Some are based on 
increased training the 
police department received 
to address these issues. So 
we are addressing them 
and getting good support 
with community partners.”

In the past year, the 
department has also hired 
Garrison as chief, school 
resource officers for the 
schools, a community 
policing officer, and the 
first phase of the new 
Traffic Unit which is two 
officers and one supervisor.

In 2019, the police 
department was approved 
to pursue several new hires 
including four additional 
traffic unit officers, two 
officers for the West Villages 
area, a victim advocate and 
an application technician.

Garrison attributed the 
soon-to-be new hires as 
a result of the increased 
pay increase approved by 
commissioners earlier this 

year.
“By changing the salary 

and upward way for police 
officers there’s a lot (of 
applicants) right now,” 
he said. “We’re getting 
calls from local agencies 
who say ‘What are you 
guys doing, why are you 
stealing our cops?’ We’re 
not stealing them but we’re 
getting a lot of interest. 
We thank you for that and 
I think without that, we 
would be struggling since 
there’s a lot of competition 
out there.”

The department is 
also working on larger 
projects including the 
homeless coalition 
with Sarasota County, 
bulletproof body armor 
and an armored rescue 
vehicle.

“I just want to thank 
the board for your 
support,” Garrison said 
to the commissioners. 
“Without you guys we 
would be struggling and 
being the new guy coming 
in, I couldn’t be more proud 
of this team.”

Email: lcoffey@sun-herald.com

North Port police chief looks 
toward future projects

By ANNE EASKER
STAFF WRITER

Last Friday, a man picked 
up a gun at J&J’s One Stop 
Gun Shop in Port Charlotte 
and fatally shot himself in 
the parking lot, according 
to the Charlotte County 
Sheriff’s Office.

The body was found 
by an employee closing 
for the day, who took the 
trash out to the Dumpster 
and noticed a BMW in 
the parking lot. Inside the 
vehicle, a deceased male 
was slumped over the 
driver’s seat, later identified 
as a 61-year-old local man. 
The Sun typically does not 
identify victims of suicide.

A Charlotte County 
Sheriff’s Office deputy re-
sponded at approximately 
7:16 p.m. and called in the 
Major Crimes Unit to work 
the death investigation.

According to CCSO 
Spokesperson Katie Heck, 
the death appeared to be 
a suicide by a gunshot 

wound.
The gun, she said, was 

purchased by the man 
on Sept. 24, four days 
prior to the death. After the 
required screening period, 
he picked it up on the day 
he was found between 
3 p.m. and 4 p.m.

“He went through all 
the required background 
screening,” Heck said. 
“There were no issues with 
the purchase. Nothing 
raised concern with that 
regard.”

Heck said the man had 
no prior interaction with 
law enforcement or any 
Baker Acts reported in the 
Major Crimes Unit’s inves-
tigation. The autopsy was 
complete as of Thursday, 
but the agency was 
awaiting a final report with 
toxicology results before 
closing the investigation. 
No criminal activity was 
suspected.

J&J One Stop Gun 
Shop Owner Joel Sheran 
declined to comment, 

instead directing the Sun 
to his attorney, Russell 
Kirshy.

Kirshy, who has repre-
sented the business for 
many years, said he knows 
from experience the store 
follows all regulations. He 
compared the gun sale to 
Walmart selling someone a 
TV, or a liquor store selling 
alcohol.

“It’s not the shop’s 
decision whether to sell a 
gun to someone,” he said. 
“You sell to who wants 
to buy. It’s a problem if 
they answered any of 
the (background check) 
questions inappropriately 
and the shop sold to them 
anyway, but that’s not the 
case here.”

The death, he said, was 
devastating for all involved.

“Whenever somebody 
dies, it’s a shame,” he said. 
“I don’t know much about 
it, but if it was a suicide, 
that’s always terrible. I hate 
to see that happen.”

Email: aeasker@sun-herald.com

Man fatally shoots self outside gun shop


