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R emember “make love, not war” from the sex-filled Sixties?
Here’s an updated saying that deals with the mun-

dane subject of water but is nevertheless impor-
tant: “Make cooperation, not litigation.”

The Southwest Florida Water Management District, known 
as Swiftmud, is floating a proposal that: seeks to ensure Polk 
County has adequate potable water; enables the Peace River/
Manasota Regional Water Supply Authority (serving Sarasota, 
Manatee, DeSoto and Charlotte counties) to do the same.

There are engineering, hydrology, regulatory and financial 
challenges to overcome, but the concept is worth pursuing as an 
alternative to costly administrative hearings and court cases.

When the boards of Swiftmud, the Peace River/Manasota 
authority and the Polk Regional Water Cooperative hear presen-
tations about the plan in coming days, we hope they will pursue 
it with vigor and agree to halt legal proceedings for a year.

The background:
The Peace River/Manasota authority has, over decades and 

with the district’s approval, developed a cost-efficient and 
environmentally friendly strategy for delivering and stor-
ing billions of gallons of water, and connecting utility sys-
tems. In the early 1990s, the authority purchased an aging 
treatment plant on the Peace River from a now-defunct 
developer and methodically increased its capacity.

The genius of the strategy: The authority takes 
water from the lower Peace River when flow lev-
els are high, and distributes or stores it; during dry sea-
sons, withdrawals are limited or nonexistent.

In other words, instead of saving for a rainy day, 
the authority saves water from rainy days.

The authority in October 2017 applied to the district to extend 
its permit and expand its withdrawals, both to meet demands 
and to fill an additional reservoir. Despite increased withdrawal 
capacities, the minimum flows of the lower Peace River would 
be maintained, according to the authority’s application.

Swiftmud was prepared to approve the application, but the Polk 
County Regional Water Cooperative and its members filed a late 
challenge that was forwarded to an administrative law judge.

The case contended that the Peace River/Manasota author-
ity’s plan to increase its use of downstream water during heavy 
flows would affect Polk’s potential use of river water upstream.

The merits of the case seemed dubious based on the 
direction of water flow. What’s more, the Polk coop-
erative had identified three likely projects and none of them 
involved withdrawing water from the upper Peace.

Nonetheless, an administrative law judge allowed the case to 
continue. In response, Brian Armstrong, Swiftmud’s director, 
recently made this proposal: If all the parties suspend their legal 
maneuvers, the district would examine how Polk could receive 
water from a Swiftmud-supported project in Hillsborough County.

In south Hillsborough, the county has injected treated 
waste water into a well in an underground area where seawa-
ter is intruding on the freshwater Floridan Aquifer. The high-
pressure injection is designed to prevent further intrusion and 
make more fresh groundwater available slightly inland.

Swiftmud proposes that the Polk cooperative invest 
in the Hillsborough project, with incentives, rather 
than challenge the Peace River/Manasota permit.

Let’s hope the strategy is viable. One point demon-
strated by the members of the Peace River/Manasota 
alliance is that cooperation trumps litigation as a 
means of providing customers affordable water.
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On water supplies, 
cooperation is key 
Plan would help authorities avoid litigation

O ne of the dubi-
ous advantages of 
a Supreme Court 

nomination battle is how 
it brings into the open 
some of the vicious, ideo-
logical arguments that 
are normally hidden by 
shame and discretion.

That has certainly been 
true on the right, with some 
figures demonstrating a cal-
lousness toward the charge 
of attempted rape that 
would presumably change 
if their own children were 
even remotely threatened.

On different issues, 
this has been a revealing 
moment on the left as well.

Asked this past week-
end by CNN’s Jake Tapper 
if Supreme Court nominee 
Brett Kavanaugh deserves a 
presumption of innocence, 
Sen. Mazie Hirono, D-Hawaii, 

offered a curious response.
She argued that Kavanaugh’s 

denial of sexual misconduct 
is less credible because “he 
has an ideological agenda 
that’s very outcome driven, 
and I can sit here and talk to 
you about some of the cases 
that exemplify his, in my 
view, inability to be fair in the 
cases that come before him.” 
Hirono added: “He very much 
is against women’s reproduc-
tive choice. ... So there are 
so many indications of his 
own lack of credibility.”

It is not easy to unpack an 
argument that was packed 
so haphazardly. But Hirono 
appears to be contending that 
Kavanaugh is more prone 
to lie about sexual assault 
because his approach to judi-
cial interpretation is extreme 
and deceptive, and because 
he is probably opposed to 
Roe v. Wade. These beliefs, 
she seems to be saying, are 
indications of bad character.

At one level, this is an indica-
tion of an outcome orientation 
that has seized partisans on 
both sides (including Hirono) 
in the Supreme Court/culture 
war/cage match politics of our 

day. Given the stakes of the 
nomination battle, politicians 
and advocates are willing to 
wield any charge that comes 
to hand, from the very seri-
ous to the barely coherent.

But why this particular 
charge? Does Hirono actu-
ally believe that being pro- life 
(something Kavanaugh, by the 
way, has not acknowledged) 
and a judicial conservative 
makes someone more prone 
to lie about attempted rape?

I guess it depends. The argu-
ment might go: Conservatives 
who talk about judicial 
restraint are really seeking the 
outcome of making abortion 
illegal. This is a form of decep-
tion. And since violating the 
autonomy of women (in this 
argument) is inherently misog-
ynistic, therefore Kavanaugh is 
naturally an anti-woman liar.

Set aside for a moment the 
question of Kavanaugh’s guilt 
or innocence. That depends 
on the facts of the case (or 
cases), which should be care-
fully and fairly examined.

The question I have for my 
liberal friends is different: Has 
Hirono let slip what you really 
think when people — people 

like me — call themselves 
judicial textualists who are also 
pro-life? Do you think this is 
not just mistaken thinking but 
a sign of absent integrity?

I also want to set aside the 
merits of the abortion issue 
itself. I only ask: Is it pos-
sible to believe, as a matter of 
principle, that rootless judicial 
activism is anti-democratic 
and dangerous? Is it feasible 
that some people are genuinely 
disturbed by a medical pro-
cedure that begins with two 
genetically distinct human 
beings and ends with one? Is it 
reasonable to credit the good 
intentions of millions of men 
and women who want the cir-
cle of inclusion and protection 
to include every human life, at 
every stage of development?

There is, of course, a mirror-
image problem of pro-life 
activists who regard pro-
choice people as murderers.

But that is precisely the 
point. There is a strong cur-
rent of dehumanization run-
ning in our politics. The rival 
crew, it turns out, is not only 
wrong, but evil. And how 
can mortal enemies embrace 
the give and take of a shared 

political project? Only the raw 
exercise of power can decide 
between them. The goal is 
no longer to win arguments 
but to crush opposition.

This is the moral risk of 
extreme political polariza-
tion: dehumanization. In our 
circumstance, it has emerged 
in the bipartisan dehumaniza-
tion of political opponents and 
in the nativist dehumanization 
of certain groups: migrants, 
refugees and Muslims.

This is not politics as usual; 
it is political pyromania. 
Our democracy is designed 
for disagreement. It is bro-
ken by mutual contempt.

Just as a five-alarm confla-
gration is probably the wrong 
time for a fire-safety class, 
I’m not sure how it is pos-
sible to teach the proper way 
to argue in a democracy dur-
ing a nomination battle. But 
maybe the lesson should begin 
with members of the United 
States Senate, who are losing 
badly in a very different trial.

Washington Post Writers Group
Michael Gerson’s email 
address is michaelger-
son@washpost.com.

This isn’t politics as usual — it’s political pyromania

i-Ready program creator
appears slightly dense

Your article regarding 
the controversy gener-
ated over the i-Ready 
computer-based learn-
ing program for early 
elementary school stu-
dents was well researched 
and appropriately 
thought-provoking.

What really struck me, 
however, was the glaringly 
incorrect answer given 
for the sample English 
question, presumably 
reviewed and approved 
by the program’s creator 
and marketer, Curriculum 
Associates.

The question begins, 
“The doe and her two 
fawns seemed to disappear 
as they walked into the 
dense forest.”

It then asks, “What is 
the correct meaning of 
the word ‘dense’?” The 
choices offered are: sloped, 
thick, bumpy, or solid. 
Their choice was “solid.”

Wrong! Neither deer nor 
any other creatures I’m 
aware of can “walk into” 
and “disappear” into a 
solid object or barrier.

“Thick,” meaning com-
pact (but not impenetrable 
or impermeable), is of 
course the correct answer.

Michael Kurtz, Sarasota

Kavanaugh issue stems
from patriarchal power

The central issue in the 
current congressional 
struggle regarding Judge 
Brett Kavanaugh is moti-
vated not by the search for 
truth but by the “good old 
boy” network that must 
protect the patriarchal 
power of the male club. 
It’s a pattern of male-run 
institutions that have 
dominated western culture 
for thousands of years.

The Catholic Church is 
the perfect model. It’s the 
all-male club of cardinals 
and bishops that protects 
the church from charges 
against pedophilic priests 
so they can stay in power.

It’s also happening in our 
male-dominated mili-
tary in which thousands 
of women report sexual 
abuse from servicemen and 
officers every year — and 

the generals do little to 
change it.

It happens in many 
male-dominated police 
departments where quick 
shooters are protected 
from accountability by 
insider, “protect our own” 
rules. It happens in fra-
ternities and macho male 
clubs across the land.

It’s a kind of primi-
tive male-bonding thing 
that resides deep in men’s 
psyches — maybe hard-
wired from our hunter 
past. But such loyalty to 
the group can easily go 
awry.

Men have made some 
progress in this area — 
partly because abused 
women and protesters 
have had the courage to 
come forward and say “no 
more.” And many married 
men these days are more 
empathic and treat their 
wives with respect and 
sensitivity. Good for them.

But when men run our 
institutions, watch out. 
Self-serving control easily 
takes over.

Stephen Prichard, Venice

Kavanaugh story refl ects
the disrespect for men

The Brett Kavanaugh 
story is a symptom of a 
sad disease infecting our 
country: the emasculation 
and disrespect of our men 
— our fathers, brothers, 
husbands, sons and even 
military and law enforce-
ment officers.

We have allowed them 
to be put in the untenable 
position that all allega-
tions of sexual impropriety 
are believed. We have 
done this as a reaction to 
the horrible treatment of 
women victims in the past.

But taking a man’s 
rights, besmirching his 
reputation, ruining his 
career and casting a cloud 
over him, without proof, 
won’t and can’t rectify 
past sins.

Somehow, we need 
to protect both parties. 
Both parties should have 
civil rights. Neither party 
should be presumed inno-
cent or guilty. There is a 
burden of proof that falls 
on the victim.

Mad at a male teacher? 

Want that corporate 
advancement? Hurt by a 
lover’s rejection? Dislike 
a political candidate? No 
problem: Allege sexual 
impropriety.

In the current environ-
ment, it is the easiest 
way to irreparably hurt a 
man. It gives the accuser 
100 percent advantage 
and renders the accused 
helpless.

We need to restore our 
men, especially the good 
ones, to a place of value in 
our society. This is espe-
cially critical for families. 
Children need good male 
role models and two par-
ticipatory parents.

Sylvia E. Warren, Englewood

Density isn’t the problem  
city’s lack of planning is

Ken Shelin writes in his 
guest column of Sept. 24 
that high residential den-
sity is healthier and that 
objections about develop-
ment in Sarasota focus 
on traffic and purported 
congestion.

I do not believe that Mr. 
Shelin, who was a former 
Sarasota city commis-
sioner, understands now 
and possibly did not when 
he was a commissioner that
the objection is to massive, 
unimaginative buildings 
built to the roadway that 
block out the sky and sun 
and force the city to divert 
and create traffic lanes that 
flood after a rainstorm.

It is not new build-
ing or increased density 
which is objectionable. 
It is the lack of planning 
and understanding how 
to combine increased 
density with beauty and 
thoughtful landscaping 
and green space that are 
objectionable.

I suggest Mr. Shelin visit 
St. Petersburg and appre-
ciate how imaginative and 
artful building design and 
use of space can create an 
attractive area of increased 
density with restau-
rants and parks along the 
waterfront.

What has been done 
cannot be undone. But it 
does not need nor should it 
be permitted to continue.

Robert Boltuch, Longboat Key
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