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It was no secret that 
Tampa Mayor Bob 
Buckhorn had his eye 

on the governor’s mansion 
as his time in office wound 
down, but he couldn’t gain 
traction among Democrats 
statewide and decided 
against running. He threw 
his support behind Gwen 
Graham amid speculation 
he would be on the ticket 
as lieutenant governor if 
she won the primary.

Well, we know what 
happened there. Graham 
narrowly lost to Andrew 
Gillum, who in turn 
narrowly lost to Republican 
Ron DeSantis in the general 
election.

So, where did that leave 
Buckhorn after Jane Castor 
took over Wednesday 
morning as Tampa’s next 
mayor?

For the time being, it 
left him on a plane to 
Ireland for a well-deserved 
vacation. If Democrats are 
smart, though — I almost 
said something snarky, 
but thought better — they 
will figure out a prominent 
place for Buckhorn. You 
don’t leave talent like that 
on the bench.

Sure, he had enemies. 
He could be abrasive when 
challenged, and he never 
would pass an ideological 
purity test. My goodness, 
the man even worked 

with Republican Gov. Rick 
Scott on projects that 
benefited Tampa, including 
a $2.7 million allocation for 
the city’s streetcar system.

That rankled Buckhorn’s 
fellow Democrats, but he 
told the Tampa Bay Times, 
“I remind them my job 
isn’t to be the Democratic 
mayor of Tampa. It’s to be 
the mayor of Tampa.”

Democrats might want 
to heed those words going 
forward. I mean, c’mon 
Dems, you haven’t held 
the governor’s chair in this 
century. You have lost six 
consecutive elections for 
the state’s top job. You’ve 
won only two Cabinet 
positions during that time.

Whatever you’ve been 
doing isn’t working. It 
might be time for new 
thinking.

After all, look at how 
DeSantis surprised the 
left with several positive 
moves after he took over as 
governor? Maybe Buckhorn 
wasn’t so crazy after all.

There also is this: While 
Democrats in the city and 
around the state some-
times mumbled about 
Buckhorn, the people of 
Tampa loved him. His 
approval rating as he left 
office was more than 
70 percent.

Rather than grumble 
about what Dems believe 
he did wrong, they should 
ask why people like him so 
much.

For starters, he got things 
done. Tampa is a much 
more vibrant city now 
than when Buckhorn took 
over as mayor in 2011. The 
recovery from the Great 

Recession helped that, 
of course. But Buckhorn 
also had a vision for what 
Tampa could be.

I’ve lived here for a long 
time. I remember in the 
1970s when Tampa de-
clared itself “America’s Next 
Great City.” Alas, that gave 
way to a general feeling 
that the city shouldn’t try 
to compete with places like 
Charlotte, Austin, Portland, 
and even Orlando.

No one says that now.
Tampa has a great air-

port, but some people said 
it was foolish to compete 
for international flights 
because Orlando had all 
those.

Well, not anymore. 
Buckhorn was a key player 
in expanding air service 
here.

They said no Fortune 

500 company would move 
here. Wrong again. The 
giant Mosaic company is in 
the process of doing that.

Downtown would 
never be a destination for 
anything more than work. 
Buckhorn had other ideas.

He wasn’t perfect, but 
who is? He got a lot of stuff 
accomplished that critics 
said would never happen. 
That’s what wins.

Democrats could use 
that kind of thinking, and 
Bob Buckhorn suddenly 
has time on his hands.

Joe Henderson has 
had a 45-year career in 
newspapers, including the 
last nearly 42 years at The 
Tampa Tribune, where 
he covered sports, politics 
and city government. 
The column moved on 
FloridaPolitics.com.

Democrats should learn from what Buckhorn did in Tampa

Joe
HENDERSON

Florida 
Politics.com

Occasionally I’m 
asked why DeSoto 
County is part of 

the Peace River Manasota 
Regional Water Authority? 
Why doesn’t the county 
have its own water plant?

The Peace River 
Manasota Regional Water 
Supply Authority is a 
partnership that includes 
DeSoto, Charlotte, Manatee 
and Sarasota counties. 
What in the world could 
such different communities 
have in common? It’s water. 
It’s water for schools and 
hospitals, water for homes 
and businesses, water 
now and in the future. In 
DeSoto County we need 
less water now, but in 
the future our needs will 
change. Charlotte County 
has relied on the Authority 
for water supply for many 
years. Sarasota County’s 

needs have grown over the 
25-plus years the Authority 
has been in place and, like 
DeSoto, Manatee County 
will need water in the 
future.

DeSoto County is part 
of the Authority because 
planning for, investing in 
and developing water sup-
plies is far more affordable 
acting together than any of 
us could do alone. Better 
still, together we qualify for 
grants and benefits from 
regional, state and federal 
agencies. We can’t do that 
independently. Those 

grants help offset the 
cost of water in all of our 
communities. No matter 
the resources in each of 
our communities, we all 
want to be good steward of 
the public purse.

Through the Authority, 
we’re interconnecting our 
water systems. It’s costly 
to do so, but so worth it. 
Just ask the residents of 
Charlotte County who 
would have been totally 
without water following 
Hurricane Charley if other 
water systems in the region 
were not connected. All 
of us learned that value 
then. Since then, we’ve 
been diligently working 
to interconnect to create 
resilience against disasters, 
to ensure all of us have 
water.

In short, we are better off 
together.

We’re creating water 
security, something very 
few places have, some-
thing that’s getting harder 
to achieve.

Our focus on being good 
stewards while seeking wa-
ter security has dividends. 
Last year we applied for 
a 50-year permit to take 
water from the Peace 
River. This year it was 
granted. We will continue 
to ensure that the Peace 
River nourishes Charlotte 
Harbor, as we always have. 
The Harbor is vital to the 
economic vitality of our 
Charlotte County partners.

That 50-year permit is 
the cornerstone of our se-
curity for decades to come. 
In the intervening years, 
we’re investing in expand-
ing the Authority facilities, 
increasing intake, expand-
ing treatment and adding 

storage, another reservoir.
Many people in the 

area don’t remember the 
horrible drought of the 
mid-1990s. It was so bad 
that newspapers were 
counting down the days 
until utilities in the region 
would run out of water.

Never again. We’ve 
planned, invested and 
developed a regional water 
system that is a model 
statewide. We’ve inter-
connected. We’ve created 
a level of water security 
that few communities 
have. And, we’ve done it 
together.

That’s why DeSoto 
County is part of the 
Authority. I suspect that 
my colleagues from 
Charlotte, Sarasota and 
Manatee would say the 
same.

Elton Langford is a 

Desoto County commis-
sioner and chairman of 
the Peace River Manasota 
Regional Water Supply 
Authority.

Regional water system: We’re all in this together

Elton
LANGFORD

Peace River 
 Water Authority

How long can Dem-
ocrats continue to 
claim the roaring 

economy should be credit-
ed to the Obama adminis-
tration? How many, except 
the self-deluded, actually 
believe this?

The latest bad news 
for the 2020 Democratic 
presidential candidates 
is the 3.2 percent GDP 
growth in the first quarter 
of this year, surpassing 
expectations, which 
is code for “we had 
predicted an economic 
disaster from the Trump 
tax cuts.” Additionally, a 
White House statement 
noted, “GDP also grew by 
3.2 percent over the past 
four quarters …”

The statement also 
credits net exports and 
increased investment for 
helping to drive the econo-
my in the first quarter.

Some of the presidential 
candidates, who have been 

claiming wage stagnation 
and promising increased 
salaries for workers, if they 
are elected, have not a 
dollar to stand on in light 
of these numbers.

Shall I go through them 
again? Lowest unemploy-
ment in 50 years, including 
among minorities and 
women; lowest number 
of people relying on food 
assistance since 2010. 
Will the major media ever 
acknowledge Trump’s 
achievements? Why should 
they start now, because 
doing so would require 
them to admit they were 
wrong, as with the Russian 
“collusion” narrative they 

pushed for more than two 
years?

The White House 
statement notes another 
reason for the economic 
gains: “A large pickup in 
net exports and increased 
investment in inventories 
helped drive this strong 
growth in the first quarter.” 
It gets better or, if you’re 
a Democrat running for 
president, worse.

According to Bloomberg.
com, “A measure of senti-
ment among Americans 
climbed to a five-week 
high as views on the econ-
omy posted the largest 
gain since July.” And “The 
Bloomberg Consumer 
Comfort Index rose to 
60.8 from 60.3 in the week 
ended April 20. A gauge of 
views on personal finances 
also increased to the best 
level in five weeks …”

This derives, notes 
Bloomberg, from 
increased consumer 

confidence due to rising 
stock market indexes, sus-
tained wage growth and 
a decision by the Federal 
Reserve to hold interest 
rates at present levels for 
now. Throw in job growth 
and the economic picture 
is about as rosy as one 
could hope, again unless 
one is a Democrat running 
for president.

What do these candi-
dates have to run on? Joe 
Biden sought forgiveness 
from Anita Hill for dis-
believing her testimony 
about her relationship 
with Clarence Thomas. 
She rejected his clearly 
political advances. That 
was a bad misstep and will 
not resonate well among 
his party’s increasingly 
dominant left wing.

Many Democrats and 
some Republicans are 
focusing on the presi-
dent’s temperament and 
character. Will that matter 

to voters who have jobs 
they didn’t have during 
the Obama administra-
tion and to those whose 
paychecks have been 
fattened not only from tax 
cuts, but wage increases? 
It is unlikely a majority of 
retirees in the key swing 
state of Florida will reject 
Trump and vote for the 
Democratic nominee 
when they have seen such 
steady growth in their 
stock funds.

Much of Biden’s video 
announcement of his 
candidacy focused on 
the clash two years ago in 
Charlottesville, Virginia, 
between white suprema-
cists and counterprotesters 
that left one dead and 
dozens wounded. Will 
this rarity that the media 
exploited as representing 
conservatives matter in 
2020? I doubt it.

Democrats should 
recall and keep repeating 

to themselves James 
Carville’s line, “It’s the 
economy, stupid.” People 
already have such a low 
view of politicians that 
they tend not to expect 
too much of them. They 
worry much more about 
their own pocketbooks. 
One might wish it were 
otherwise, but wishing 
won’t make it so.

This is why Democrats’ 
hopes for 2020 increas-
ingly settle on impeach-
ment. But as Marc A. 
Thiessen pointed out in 
a recent column for the 
anti-Trump Washington 
Post, “Impeachment over 
anything other than a 
conspiracy with Russia will 
backfire with the American 
people and help ensure 
Trump’s re-election.”

This year marks Cal 
Thomas’ 35th year as a syn-
dicated columnist. Readers 
may email Cal Thomas at 
tcaeditors@tribpub.com.

The misfiring Democrats have an economy problem

Cal
THOMAS
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