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OPINION

By Patrick Lehman

If you wake up one 
morning and turn 
on the tap and water 

doesn't flow, what's 
next? You might still 
have morning coffee 
if you set it to auto-
matically brew the night 
before or have bottled 
water in the house.

If you have kids, 
the house will start 
to stir with morning 
rituals: get up, go to 
the bathroom, brush 
teeth, maybe show-
ers. It won’t take long 
for the screaming to 
begin, “Mom, there’s 
no water.” “Dad, the 
toilet didn’t flush.”

You have piles of 
laundry, but the wash-
ing machine beeps 
that there is no water. 
It’s alarming.

You call your utility 
because, let's face it, 
water is always there, 
except when it's not. 
The customer service 
line is busy. That's 
unusual. The number's 
in your phone now, 
so you get the kids 
dressed, trying to tamp 
down the whining. One 
is dropped at the bus 
stop, the other at school 
on the way to work.

At work, everyone 
is talking about it. 
Toilets don’t flush, 
no water from the 
faucets or fountains, 
and most important 
no morning coffee!

People are annoyed, 
but not yet concerned.

As the toilets fail to 
refill with water and sit 
empty, people start get-
ting angry. Restaurants, 

schools, businesses, 
government offices, and 
shopping malls have 
to close as the lack of 
water makes it impossi-
ble to conduct business. 
It’s becoming a public 
health and safety issue.

As soon as they realize 
there’s a problem, hos-
pitals and schools begin 
calling their utility, their 
elected representatives, 
the fire department. 
Unlike back-up power 
supplies one of our most 
essential services — 
water — doesn’t have 
back up, not even fire 
services. Schools can 
call parents to come and 
get their kids, but hos-
pitals? There’s nowhere 
to put patients; they 
can’t be sent home.

Dnd it’s not yet noon.
What would an entire 

day without water be 
like? Hurricane survi-
vors know. People in 
Flint, Michigan know, 
and they are still receiv-
ing bottled water every 
day — now joined by 
the people of Newark, 
New Jersey. And, Fort 
Lauderdale recently 
had a day without water 
because of a construc-
tion accident that broke 
a water main serving 
the downtown area.

But residents of 
Charlotte, Desoto, 
Manatee and Sarasota 
counties don't have to 
worry about whether 
they will have water. 
For nearly 30 years, 
elected officials who 
sit on the Peace River 
Manasota Regional 
Water Supply Authority 
board of directors 
have made a conscious 

decision to plan and 
invest — to coop-
eratively develop water 
supplies for the region. 
It has been neither 
easy nor cheap, but 
they've always managed 
to work through any 
issues achieving what 
few communities can 
claim; water security.

With the latest water 
permit, the region has 
the water it needs for 
the next 50 years. Even 
so, they continue to 
invest, interconnect-
ing their water supply 
systems so that in case 
of drought, hurricane 
or pipe break, water 
supplies can be re-
routed through those 
connected systems, 
ensuring that people, 
businesses, hospi-
tals, and schools have 
the water they need. 
Just ask the people in 
Charlotte County how 
important that was after 
Hurricane Charlie. As 
important, our mem-
ber governments are 
delivering quality water 
— again, something 
you can count on.

As we count our 
blessings and take our 
water for granted, it's 
good to occasionally 
imagine what a day 
without water might be 
like. We can be grateful 
that we've had elected 
officials who looked 
forward and said, we 
will have water today 
and well into the future.

Patrick Lehman, P.E., 
is executive direc-
tor of the Peace River 
Manasota Regional 
Water Supply Authority.

Imagine a day without water

WASHINGTON

The impeachment of 
President Trump 
has reached an 

early point of absurdity.
Just about everyone 

in Washington believes 
that a quid pro quo — 
in which Trump used 
American clout to pres-
sure Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky into 
an investigation of Joe and 
Hunter Biden — would be 
impeachable (or at least, 
as South Carolina Sen. 
Lindsey Graham recently 
put it, "very disturbing"). 
And just about everyone 
in Washington believes 
that Trump used American 
clout to pressure Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr 
Zelensky into an investi-
gation of Joe and Hunter 
Biden. Which Republicans 
such as Graham deny 
was a quid pro quo.

It is a nakedly deceit-
ful position.

No one disputes that 
Trump froze hundreds 
of millions of dollars in 
military aid to Ukraine 
shortly before his call to 
Zelensky. No one can 
dispute that this cre-
ated massive leverage 
with a beleaguered client 
country. No one disputes 
that Trump reminded 
Zelensky of American 
largesse three times in the 
released version of the 
call. No one disputes that 
Zelensky assured Trump 
of Ukrainian reciprocity. 
No one denies that Trump 
found this insufficient and 
asked for further favors: 
the investigation of a 
political opponent and his 
son, as well as of a crack-
pot theory that Ukraine 
was behind the hacking 
of Democratic National 
Committee emails. No 
one can dispute that the 

fulfillment of those favors 
would have been regarded 
as politically advanta-
geous by the president.

At least this far, the 
facts are generally 
conceded. But a few 
questions remain.

First, was this a corrupt 
quid pro quo? This seems 
to be what Mick Mulvaney 
denied in his press confer-
ence last week. He claimed 
that it is the ordinary 
course of diplomacy for 
a president to use aid as 
leverage. "We do that 
all the time with foreign 
policy," he said. "We 
were holding up money 
at the same time for, 
what was it, the Northern 
Triangle countries ... so 
that they would change 
their policies on immigra-
tion." In the Ukrainian 
situation, Mulvaney 
argued, the president 
was (among other things) 
pressuring Zelensky 
to fight corruption.

It is an argument Trump 
has tweeted as well: "As 
President of the United 
States, I have an abso-
lute right, perhaps even 
a duty, to investigate, 
or have investigated, 
CORRUPTION, and 
that would include ask-
ing, or suggesting, other 
Countries to help us out!"

But this, of course, is not 
an "absolute" right. The 
president should not target 
investigations for selfish 
or corrupt purposes. For 
example, it is perfectly 
legitimate for the IRS to 
broadly enforce tax laws; 
it is an abuse of power for 
a president to order the 
IRS to investigate a list of 
his political enemies. In 
the case of Ukraine, the 
president was not urging 
a fight against corrup-
tion for the benefit of the 
Ukrainian people. He was 
asking for the investigation 
of two people for his own 
benefit. Trump has man-
aged, with typical ethical 
creativity, to use the fight 
against corruption as cover 
for his own corruption.

A second question: 

Was Trump involved in a 
provable quid pro quo? It 
is the emerging Republican 
contention that the legal 
demonstration of a quid 
pro quo should require an 
explicit blackmail threat 
from the president. The 
goal is to set a standard 
so high that it is practi-
cally unreachable — like 
demanding that the judge 
personally witness a mur-
der before a conviction can 
occur. Some Republicans 
are essentially contend-
ing that a real quid pro quo 
requires chanting the Latin 
words during the deed. 
They may eventually insist 
on a signed document 
stamped with the words 
quid pro quo by the White 
House counsel's office.

Whatever strategy 
Republicans adopt, the 
smoking gun has already 
been revealed. It is the 
rough transcript of the 
Ukraine conversation 
that the White House 
initially parked in a clas-
sified computer system 
but released after the call 
was exposed by a whistle-
blower. A common-sense 
reading of that text reveals 
a president of the United 
States involved in a politi-
cally motivated shake-
down of a foreign leader.

This is a quid pro quo. It 
is a corrupt quid pro quo. 
It is a proven quid pro quo. 
In the end, there is only 
one question: Does it rise 
to the level of "high crimes 
and misdemeanors"?

Here is where well-
intentioned Republican 
legislators will struggle. 
They know that for-
eign powers such as 
Russia have influenced 
American elections by 
subterfuge. They will 
determine if an American 
president can encour-
age foreign influence 
on American elections 
without consequence.

Michael Gerson's email 
address is michaelger-
son@washpost.com.
Washington Post 
Writers Group

Debating the quid pro quo

Michael Gerson

On most days, José 
Daniel Ferrer is 
hard to miss in 

Cuba. He's often voicing 
criticism of the govern-
ment on Facebook and 
Twitter, urging people 
to lose their fear of the 
authorities and speak up 
for their rights. Ferrer 
is leader of Cuba's most 
active opposition group, 
the Patriotic Union 
of Cuba. He has been 
through a lot, including 
years in prison, and yet 
never ceased being an 
advocate for democracy.

Until now. Ferrer's 
voice has not been heard 
since Oct. 1, when he and 
others in his group were 
arrested without charge. 
Two were released, but 
Ferrer and several others 
have all but disappeared. 
Although in recent years 
the Cuban political police 
have periodically detained 
Ferrer for a few days at a 
time, this stretch is lon-
ger and Ferrer has been 
held incommunicado. 

His family is demanding 
that the authorities pro-
vide proof that he is alive, 
explain the grounds for his 
arrest and permit visits. 
Some activists in his group 
have told independent 
Cuban journalists that he is 
being framed on a criminal 
charge of carrying out an 
assault that didn't happen.

It should be no mystery 
why he was arrested: to 
silence him. UNPACU 
has proved to be resilient 
and Ferrer steadfast in 
speaking out against the 
Cuban police state. ...

Cuba's rulers have tried 
mightily to suppress voices 
such as Ferrer but can't 
silence them entirely. 
Although the regime 
inspires fear, dissent still 
bubbles up, and Cubans 
have lately been eager to 
take advantage of slightly 
improved mobile Internet 
connectivity to share 
complaints about every-
day hardships, includ-
ing fuel shortages and 
power blackouts caused 

by the drop-off of oil 
imports from Venezuela.

On Oct. 7, a group of 
19 independent Cuban 
news outlets published a 
rare, revealing declara-
tion protesting attacks 
on journalists working 
in the country, saying 
in recent months there 
had been "a noticeable 
increase" in assaults and 
pressure on the unoffi-
cial and non-state press, 
including arbitrary arrests, 
interrogations, psycho-
logical intimidation, house 
searches, prohibitions on 
leaving the country, sexual 
harassment and defama-
tion, among other things, 
all "part of a systematic 
campaign by the Cuban 
government to silence 
independent journal-
ists." The journalists 
demanded the repeal of 
laws that restrict freedom 
of expression and insisted 
that independent jour-
nalism be legalized. ...

 The Washington Post

Free speech, free Ferrer
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Thomas Roll Call Reports

Here’s how area members 
of Congress voted during 
the legislative week ending 
Oct. 18.

House

Condemning Troop 
Withdrawal: Voting 354-
60, the House on Oct. 16 
adopted a resolution con-
demning President Trump’s 
decision to abruptly 
remove U.S. troops from 
Syria. The measure also 
called on Turkey’s presi-
dent, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, 
to halt his country’s attacks 
on Kurdish forces that 
began after American forces 
stood down in northeastern 
Syria following Trump’s Oct. 
6 phone call with Erdogan. 
The measure (HJ Res 77) 
was backed by all 225 
Democrats who voted and 
129 of the 189 Republicans 
who voted. A yes vote was 
to adopt the resolution.
• Voting yes: Michael Waltz, 
R-6, Stephanie Murphy, 
D-7, Darren Soto, D-9, 
Val Demings, D-10, Gus 
Bilirakis, R-12, Charlie Crist, 
D-13, Kathy Castor, D-14, 
Ross Spano, R-15, Vern 
Buchanan, R-16, Alcee 
Hastings, D-20, Ted Deutch, 
D-21, Lois Frankel, D-22, 
Debbie Wasserman Shultz, 
D-23, Frederica Wilson, 
D-24, Mario Diaz-Balart, 
R-25, Debbie Mucarsel-
Powell, D-26, Donna 
Shalala, D-27
• Voting no: Matt Gaetz, 
R-1, Neal Dunn, R-2, John 
Rutherford, R-4, Bill Posey, 
R-8, Greg Steube, R-17, 
Brian Mast, R-18
• Not voting: Ted Yoho, 
R-3, Al Lawson, D-5, Daniel 
Webster, R-11, Francis 
Rooney, R-19

Keeping Track of Jobs Sent 
Abroad: The House on 
Oct. 18 passed, 226-184, 
a bill that would require 
publicly traded companies 
to annually report to the 
Securities and Exchange 

Commission the number of 
people they employ in each 
foreign country, each U.S. 
territory and each of the 50 
states. The geographical 
breakdowns would enable 
investors and consumers to 
assess the extent to which 
American corporations are 
exporting jobs and relocat-
ing employees within the 
United States. In part, this 
would enable the public 
to determine the extent to 
which domestic layoffs are 
attributable to outsourcing. 
A yes vote was to send HR 
3624 to the Senate.
• Voting yes: Murphy, Soto, 
Demings, Crist, Castor, 
Hastings, Deutch, Frankel, 
Wasserman Schultz, 
Wilson, Mucarsel-Powell, 
Shalala
• Voting no: Gaetz, Dunn, 
Rutherford, Waltz, Posey, 
Webster, Bilirakis, Spano, 
Buchanan, Steube, Mast, 
Rooney, Diaz-Balart
• Not voting: Yoho, Lawson

Senate

Restoring Obama-era 
“Clean Power Plan”: Voting 
41-53, the Senate on Oct. 
17 defeated a Democratic 
bid to restore the Obama 
administration’s “Clean 
Power Plan” for reduc-
ing carbon emissions by 
coal- and natural gas-fi red 
electricity-generating 
plants. These facilities 
produce one-third of green-
house-gas discharges in 
the United States. President 
Trump in March 2017 
ordered a rollback of the 
previous administration’s 
many-pronged federal-
state plan for addressing 
global warming caused by 
power plants. On this vote, 
the Senate defeated a mea-
sure (SJ Res 53) that sought 
to kill an Environmental 
Protection Agency rule put-
ting his directive into effect. 
A yes vote was to block 
a new rule by the Trump 
administration to repeal the 
plan.
• Voting no: Marco Rubio, R, 
Rick Scott, R

Affi rming Border 
Emergency: The Senate 
on Oct. 17 failed, 53-36, to 
reach a two-thirds majority 
needed to override President 
Trump’s veto of a bill that 
would nullify a national 
emergency he declared in 
February on the U.S.-Mexico 
border. This vote affi rmed 
Trump’s action. Trump has 
used the emergency to 
divert $3.6 billion from mili-
tary projects to building a 
wall and other barriers. A 
yes vote was to override 
the veto. (SJ Res 54)
• Voting yes: Rubio
• Voting no: Scott

Key votes ahead

In the week of Oct. 21, the 
House will take up bills to 
prevent foreign interfer-
ence in U.S. elections and 
the infusion of Russian 
“dark money” into American 
campaigns. The Senate will 
debate fi scal 2020 appro-
priations during the week.

H O W  T H E Y  VO T E D

Guest lineups for the 
Sunday TV news shows:

• ABC’s “This Week” — 
Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo; Sen. Robert 
Menendez, D-N.J. 10 a.m. 

• NBC’s “Meet the Press” 
— Democratic presidential 
candidate Pete Buttigieg; 
Rep. Justin Amash, I-Mich. 
10 a.m.

• CBS’ “Face the Nation” — 
Reps. Will Hurd, R-Texas, 
and Jim Himes, D-Conn. 
10:30 a.m.

• CNN’s “State of the 
Union” — Buttigieg; 
Democratic presidential 
candidate Amy Klobuchar; 
Rep. Joe Neguse, D-Colo. 
Noon

• “Fox News Sunday” — 
Buttigieg; acting White 
House chief of staff Mick 
Mulvaney. 9 a.m. (net-
work); 2, 7 p.m. (FNC)  

The Associated Press

N E W S  S H O W S

By Martin Crutsinger 
and Bani Sapra
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The 
Trump administration is 
defending its get-tough 
approach to trade against 
widespread attacks from 
America’s trading part-
ners while at the same 
time arguing that many 
countries must increase 
government spending to 
boost global growth.

Treasury Secretary 
Steven Mnuchin said 
U . S .  t r a d e  p o l i c i e s , 
which have included tar-
iffs on billions of dollars 
of imports from China 
and other nations, are 
intended to improve the 

rules for global trade.
“We are preparing a 

foundation for future 
growth through fairer 
trade deals,” Mnuchin 
said in remarks Saturday 
t o  t h e  p o l i c y - s e t -
ting committee of the 
International Monetary 
Fund.

Mnuchin said negotia-
tions last week between 
the United States and 
China, the world’s two 
biggest economies, had 
achieved “substantial 
progress” on phase one 
of a trade deal.

P r e s i d e n t  D o n a l d 
Trump cited that prog-
ress when he suspended 
a  t a r i f f  i n c r e a s e  o n 
$250 billion of Chinese 

products that had been 
scheduled to take effect 
this week. Nonetheless, 
details on what was in 
the deal have not been 
released, raising con-
cerns that both countries 
remain far apart on a final 
agreement.

Higher U.S. tariffs did 
go into effect Friday on 
$7.5 billion in European 
goods coming into the 
United States in a dis-
pute involving airplane 
subsidies.

Mnuchin called on 
countries with budget 
s u r p l u s e s  s u c h  a s 
Germany and China to do 
more to aid global growth 
through higher govern-
ment spending.

“Major economies need 
to take action to durably 
strengthen investment, 
job creation and domestic 
growth,” Mnuchin said.

Three days of meet-
i n g s  a m o n g  f i n a n c e 
officials were wrap-
ping up Saturday with 
discussions by the pol-
icy-setting committees 
of the 189-nation IMF 
and the World Bank.

Finance ministers and 
central bank governors 
from the Group of 20 
major industrial coun-
tries said Friday that 
while growth has slowed, 
there should be a modest 
pickup next year as long 
as trade and political ten-
sions do not worsen.

T h e  I M F ,  i n  a n 
u p d a t e d  e c o n o m i c 
outlook, projected 
the global economy 
would expand by 3% 
this year, the weakest 
showing in a decade, 
with 90 percent of the 
globe experiencing a 
downshift in growth 
this year. But it is fore-
casting growth will 
accelerate to 3.4% in 
2020, still below the 
3.6% global growth 
seen in 2018.

“Trade tensions are 
now taking a toll on 
business confidence 
and investment,” IMF 
Managing Director 
Kristalina Georgieva 
said.

World Bank President 
David Malpass said the 
slowdown in global 
growth was hurting 
efforts to help the 700 
million people around 
the world living in 
extreme poverty, espe-
cially in nations trying 
to cope with a flood of 
refugees from regional 
conflicts.

Trump administration defends 
its get-tough approach to trade 
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