
PEACE RIVER MANASOTA REGIONAL WATER SUPPLY AUTHORITY 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

August 4, 2021 

 
 

CONSENT AGENDA  

ITEM 5 

 

Piggy-back on Sarasota County Contract with Benchmark EnviroAnalytical Inc. 

 for Laboratory Services 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Recommended Action -   Motion to approve piggybacking on Sarasota County’s 

Contract with Benchmark EnviroAnalytical Inc. for 
Laboratory Services and authorization for the Executive 
Director to execute an Agreement for these services. 

 

The Authority requires ongoing water quality analytical services associated with our water treatment, storage, 
distribution, and monitoring operations. The Authority’s current contract for these services with Benchmark 
EnviroAnalytical Inc. (Palmetto FL) will expire this summer. The Authority has received excellent service at 
very good pricing from this local company for many years and staff proposes to continue these lab services 
through a piggy-back arrangement on Sarasota County’s contract with Benchmark EnviroAnalytical 
(Benchmark).  Sarasota County completed a competitive selection process for laboratory services for the 
County Utilities Department in 2021, selecting Benchmark to provide these services.  The Sarasota County’s 
contract term is for an initial three years with up to two – one-year extensions.  Cost comparison shows the 
costs in the Sarasota County Contract, while slightly higher than those in the Authority’s current (expiring) 
contract with Benchmark EA, are comparable to, or lower than, those costs in most Authority laboratory 
Services contracts dating back to 2012. The comparison is discussed in the attached staff memorandum (Tab 
A).  
  
Section 189.4221 Florida Statutes, and the Authority’s Procurement Policy allows the Authority, as a Special 
District to “piggyback” on contracts from other local government, municipality or other Special Districts for 
commodities and contractual services if the following requirements are met: 
 

• The Authority’s procurement process is similar to that used by the other local government to procure 
the commodities or services (confirmed) 

• The Authority accepts the same terms as the contracting local government (confirmed)   
• The contractor will agree to the “piggybacking” (confirmed) 

 
Considering the record of excellent service, local service provider and comparability with historical analytical 
costs, the staff recommendation is to piggyback on the recent Sarasota County contract with Benchmark EA 
for laboratory services. 
 
Budget Action:  No action needed. 
 
Attachments 

Tab A: Staff Memorandum Supporting Contract with Benchmark Enviro Analytical Inc. 
Tab B: Contract Between Authority and Benchmark Lab for Laboratory Services. 
Tab C: Vendor Agreement to Piggy-Back Contract Arrangement. 
Tab D: Sarasota County Bid and Contract Documents for Laboratory Services. 
 
 



TAB A  
Staff Memorandum 



MEMORANDUM  
 
DATE:  July 14, 2021 

TO:   Patrick Lehman, Executive Director 

THROUGH: Mike Coates, Deputy Director 

FROM:  Sam Stone, Land and Environmental Services Manager 

RE:  Contract with Benchmark Enviro Analytical Inc for Laboratory Services. 
    
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Recommendation  
 
Recommend approval for piggybacking on Sarasota County’s Contract with Benchmark 
EnviroAnalytical Inc. (Benchmark EA) of Palmetto, Florida for laboratory services, and 
authorization for the Executive Director to execute an Agreement for these services. 
 
Background  
 
The Authority’s current contract with Benchmark EA for laboratory analytical services will expire 
later this month.  Access to these services is necessary for to our regulatory compliance submittals 
and it supports our daily water supply operations.  During last nine (9) years the Authority has 
consistently used the “piggyback” contract process for procurement of certified state drinking 
water laboratory services. All local governments that we have piggybacked with utilize a 
procurement process similar to the Authority, complying with all requirements of the State of 
Florida. Using the piggyback process for these contract services saves considerable staff time, and 
has historically yielded very competitive prices while facilitating consistency in sample analysis, 
rapid turn-around times, and very good quality service from a local owned company.  
 
Figure 1 below compares changes in contracted lab cost over the past nine (9) years with the 
proposed 2021 Sarasota County piggyback contract costs.  To standardize this comparison, a list 
of commonly analyzed chemical parameters was selected and costs were totaled for this list on 
each of the previous contracts as well as the currently proposed piggyback contract.  The review 
shows that the costs in the Sarasota County Contract, while higher than those in the Authority’s 
current (expiring) contract with Benchmark EA, are comparable or lower than those costs in most 
Authority contracts with Benchmark EA dating back to 2012.   
 
Considering the historically excellent service, local service provider and comparability with 
historical analytical costs, the staff recommendation is to piggyback on the recent Sarasota County 
contract with Benchmark EA for laboratory services. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
Figure 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Proposed new contract pricing begins here 



TAB B  
Contract between Authority and Benchmark EA for Laboratory Services  
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CONTRACT BETWEEN PEACE RIVER 

MANASOTA REGIONAL WATER SUPPLY 

AUTHORITY 

AND BENCHMARK ENVIROANALYTICAL, INC. 

FOR WATER QUALITY ANALYSIS 

 

This Contract is entered into by and between the Peace River Manasota Regional Water Supply 

Authority ("Authority"), whose address is, 9415 Town Center Parkway, Lakewood Ranch, Florida 

34202, and Benchmark EnviroAnalytical, Inc., whose address is 1711 12th Street East, Palmetto Florida 

34221, under the terms and conditions set forth in the August 23, 2021   Benchmark 

EnviroAnalytical Inc., contracted with Sarasota County of Florida, for Laboratory Services 

("Contract") (Attached  hereto). 
 

Section 189.4221 Florida Statutes (F.S.) and Article 9 of the Peace River Manasota Regional 

Water Supply Authority Procurement Policy allows the Authority, as a Special District, to "piggyback" 

on contracts from other local governments, municipalities or other Special Districts for commodities 

and contractual services. On August 4, 2021  the Authority's Board approved "piggybacking" on  

Sarasota County’s contract with Benchmark EnviroAnalytical, Inc. 

 

All the terms and conditions, covenants and representations contained in the Contract, except as 

modified by this document, are hereby incorporated by reference and deemed to be a part of the 

Contract as if fully set forth herein. The terms and conditions set forth below will supersede any 

inconsistent terms and conditions set forth in the Contract and any amendments thereto. 

 

1. Substituted Party. All references in the Contract to  Sarasota County shall extend, and 
be equally applicable, to the Authority for work performed hereunder by Benchmark EnviroAnalytical, 

Inc., for the Authority. Except for terms that conflict with those herein, both the Authority and 

B e n c h m a r k  EnviroAnalytical, Inc., agree to be equally bound by the Contract as if it were fully and 
directly entered into between the Authority and Benchmark EnviroAnalytical, Inc. 

 
2. Term of this Contract. The term of this contract will commence on August 23, 2021 and 

continue for a period of three (3) years. The contract term may be renewed for up to two additional 
one-year periods subject to written agreement of both parties.   

 

3. Taxes. The Authority is exempt from payment of all sales, use or excise taxes. 

 
4. Payment. The Authority will make payment(s) in accordance with the Local 

Government Prompt Payment Act, Part VII of Chapter 218, F.S. 

 
5. Contingency. The Authority's performance and obligations to pay under the Contract is 

contingent upon the Authority's Board appropriating funds for each year of this Contract. 

 

6. Venue. Any action referenced in the Contract will be brought in Sarasota County, 

Florida. 

 
7. Public Record Law.  Each party will allow public access to documents and materials 

made or received by either party in connection with this transaction in accordance with Florida's Public 

Records Act, Chapter 119, F.S. The Authority will not be required to hold confidential any 

information or records required to be made available to the public pursuant to Section 119, F.S. 
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8. Insurance. All policies of insurance, except Workers Compensation, shall contain 

endorsements naming the "Peace River Manasota Regional Water Supply Authority, its officers, 

employees, agents and volunteers" as additional insured with respect to liabilities arises out of the 

performance of services contained herein. 

 
9. Survival. Provisions in the Contract that survive termination or expiration include those 

relating to liability, indemnification, governing law, public records law, confidentiality, and others 

which by their nature are intended to survive. 
 

Should any representative of Benchmark EnviroAnalytical, Inc., have any questions for 

operating under this Contract, Mike Coates is the Authority's contact representative. His phone 

number is: 941-316- 1776. 

 

 

        Peace River Manasota  
Regional Water Supply Authority  

 

 

 

              

Date       Executive Director 

 

 

 

 

 

       Benchmark EnviroAnalytical, Inc. 

 

 

 

              

Date       Dale D. Dixon, Laboratory Director 

 

 

 

 

PREPARED BY 

 

 

 

      

Douglas Manson, General Counsel 

Peace River Manasota 
Regional Water Supply Authority 



TAB C  
Vender Correspondence Agreeing to Piggy-Back Contract Agreement 





TAB D  
Sarasota County Bid and Contract Documents for Laboratory Services  



Periscope S2G (formerly BidSync) Vendor FAQ’s 
Periscope S2G Support 800-990-9339 Option 1 

Updated 11/20/2020 

QUESTION RESPONSE 

Addenda If addenda were issued as part of the solicitation, they will appear 
in red at the bottom of the page.   

A red “A” will appear next to the bid Title if any addenda have been 
issued.   

Bid Packet Click “download bid packet” to download a PDF version of all of the 
bid documents.   

Bidders still need to click on each document individually before 
they system will permit them to place an offer.   

Periscope S2G Support Contact Periscope S2G Support at 800-990-9339 Option 1, or send 
an email to s2g-support@periscopeholdings.com 

Can I turn off notifications from “Links Plus” 
in Periscope S2G? 

Vendors who do not wish to receive Links Plus notifications can 
turn off those notifications by logging into their account and 
selecting “My Account”>selecting “Notifications”> then unselecting 
“Send me a daily list of Periscope S2G Links Plus bids”.   

Can I limit notifications to Sarasota County 
bids?  

No. Periscope no longer allows you to limit to specific entities 
however, you can limit to specific provinces or states.   Vendors can 
edit their Company Profile to only receive bids from certain areas.   

Under Account preferences 

Click on the Bid Profile Tab 
Click on the pencil icon on the right of the <Sales Territories>  
Click <Select States/Provinces> 
Click applicable states. They will turn orange once selected 
Click <Save> 

The Sales Territories will be default selected, like your keywords, 
every time you login to the S2G tool. The Account preferences allow 
you to make permanent changes that update your notifications and 
pre-load these settings when searching manually in the tool. You 
can always adjust your searches to include different areas and 
keywords that don't impact the notifications or the defaults in your 
Bid Profile. 

Documents Bidders must open every document associated with the 
solicitation to be granted access to place a bid.   

After a document has been viewed, “viewed” will appear next to the 
document on the Documents tab.   

If the document requires a response from the vendor, “pending 
acceptance” will appear next to the document until the document 
has been completed and electronically signed by the vendor.  After 
the document has been signed “accepted” will appear next to the 
document name.    

When all documents have been viewed/accepted, “place offer” will 
appear at the bottom of the page.  

Electronic Signature Bidders must enter their password, which serves as an electronic 
signature, when placing an offer, completing forms and uploading 
documents.   

Fees.  Is there a fee to access Sarasota 
County solicitations in Periscope S2G? 

No.  Sarasota County pays an annual fee to post bids to Periscope 
S2G.   There is no fee for a vendor to view, download or respond to 
Sarasota County solicitations.  If you receive undesired marketing 
emails or notifications from Periscope S2G, you can unsubscribe 
from those emails by scrolling to the bottom of the email message 

mailto:s2g-support@periscopeholdings.com


Periscope S2G (formerly BidSync) Vendor FAQ’s 
Periscope S2G Support 800-990-9339 Option 1 

Updated 11/20/2020 

QUESTION RESPONSE 

and clicking the “unsubscribe” link.   

General Terms and Conditions Bidders must review the General Terms and Conditions of the 
solicitation before they will be granted access to place a bid.   

How do I register to participate in Sarasota 
County solicitations? 

To participate in future bidding opportunities, go to 
https://prod.bidsync.com/sarasota-county  Click on “register here”.  
The registration process will take less than five minutes.   

Placing an Offer After completing the electronic bid form, vendors must click 
“review response”.  After reviewing the response, vendors must 
“confirm” their offer by entering their password and clicking 
“Confirm and Submit Response”. Please note, if you do not complete 
this step, your offer will not be submitted.  

 If a bidder clicks “place offer” without viewing the bid documents, a 
pop-up box will appear alerting them that documents were not 
viewed.   

Offers can be edited or withdrawn by a bidder at any time prior to 
the bid submittal deadline.   

PlanHolder’s To become a planholder and/or view a list of bid planholder’s, click 
the Planholder’s List tab and click “Subscribe”.          

To see a list of vendors who have viewed the solicitation, from the 
Details tab, click “Vendor viewed report”. 

Qualifications If there are qualifications associated with a solicitation, the bidder 
must complete the electronic qualification forms before they are 
permitted to place a bid.   

Click “view required qualifications” to complete qualification forms.   

Qualifications can be updated by vendors at any time.   

Questions & Answers Vendors must use the Q&A tab in Periscope S2G to submit bid 
specific questions.  To submit a question, click on the Q&A tab and 
click <Ask a question>.  Type your question in the popup box and 
click <submit>.   

Responses to all questions asked will be visible on the Q&A tab.   

Registration 
To register, go to https://prod.bidsync.com/sarasota-county 

and click “Register for Free” at the top of the page.  

Training – Is Periscope S2G training 
available for vendors? 

Please contact Periscope S2G at 1-800-990-9339 option 1, and let 
them know you would like training on how to use Periscope S2G.  

Uploading Documents Some solicitations require bidders to submit documents (resumes, 
licenses, letters of interest, etc.) with their offer.  To upload 
required documentation, click “Upload Attachment” (on the line 
item).   

When the Upload Document pop up screen appears, click <browse> 
to locate the file you wish to upload.  Click on the document file 
name and click OK.  Click <Submit> and a progress bar will appear.  
When the document has been successfully uploaded, it will appear 
on the line item under “Attachments”.   

To save the document to your “offer”, you must click <Review 
Response>, enter your password and click “Confirm & Submit 
Response”.   

Click <View Offer Report> to ensure required documents have been 
uploaded to your offer prior to the submittal deadline.   

https://prod.bidsync.com/sarasota-county
https://prod.bidsync.com/sarasota-county


Periscope S2G (formerly BidSync) Vendor FAQ’s 
Periscope S2G Support 800-990-9339 Option 1 

Updated 11/20/2020 

QUESTION RESPONSE 

What are “Links” and “Links Plus? There are two parts to the Periscope S2G system.  Sarasota County 
is a member of “Links”.  Bids that appear in “Links” are free to 
vendors.   

Links Plus is an additional paid service that is available to vendors 
who wish to subscribe 

 



NOTICE OF RECOMMENDED AWARD 

NORA - IFB 
08/09/18 

SOLICITATION # 212110CB TYPE: IFB – Invitation for Bids 

SOLICITATION TITLE Laboratory Services for Sarasota County 

PROCUREMENT 

ANALYST 
Chelsea Blackwell, Procurement and Contracts Specialist 

DEPARTMENT Public Utilities 

ADVERTISED 3/19/2021 RESPONSE DATE 4/20/2021 

PRE-BID MEETING   Mandatory   Optional   n/a  ATTENDEES N/A 

NOTIFICATIONS 3739 VIEWS 56 RESPONSES 4 

VENDOR 

LOCATION CATEGORY 1 

TOTAL BID 

PRICE  

CATEGORY 2 

TOTAL BID 

PRICE  

CATEGORY 3 

TOTAL BID 

PRICE  

Anascol USA, LLC Hollywood, FL N/A N/A $138,589.20 

Benchmark EnviroAnalytical, 

Inc 

Palmetto, FL 
$201,143.00 N/A $224,308.50 

Pace Analytical Services, LLC 
Ormond 

Beach, FL 
N/A $121,522.00 N/A 

Sanders Laboratories, Inc.  Nokomis, FL $215,399.00 N/A $251,135.00 

RECOMMENDED AWARD 

Benchmark EnviroAnalytical, Inc is recommended for award in Category 1 and Category 3 and Pace Analytical 
Services, LLC is recommended for award in Category 2. 

AUTHORIZATION 

         

 Procurement Official or Designee   Signature   Date  

 

Jennifer Slusarz Digitally signed by Jennifer Slusarz 
Date: 2021.05.18 14:01:30 -04'00'


























































